REGULAR SPECIES

Order Anseriformes
Ducks, Geese, and Swans (Family Anatidae) The book listed 231 species confirmed for Pacific Rim National Park, a 511-square-kilometre (197-square-mile) region that encompasses Long Beach, the Broken Group (Islands), and the West Coast Trail. A few records from other areas of the west coast region were also included. Today, 39 years later, the number of species for the west coast region stands at 360, a gain of 129 species. Just as important is that the status of many species has been clarified. For instance, in 1978 the status of the Palm Warbler, with only one record, was considered accidental, but today, with 55 additional sightings, it is considered a rare fall migrant. The Northern Shoveler, then listed as an uncommon migrant, is today considered common. A change in status of this sort can be attributed either to an increase in sightings due to natural changes in range or to more observations in the field. In the case of the Palm Warbler, it is likely due to the latter, whereas in the case of the Northern Shoveler, it is due primarily to range expansion.
I had contemplated writing this book for years without any serious effort to actually begin, knowing it would be a huge amount of work with little or no reward. In the end, I decided that after all the years spent recording the comings and goings of birds on this coast, I couldn't allow myself not do it. Tackling the project would of course require still more fieldwork to fill in some of the gaps in information. Not that I needed any additional excuse to drop everything to go birding, my philosophy long having been that if it's sunny, it's too nice to work, and if it's wet and stormy, well, one just has to go out to see what the storm blew in.
As it turned out, I was wrong about there being no reward. The reward has been in the research, the writing, and the additional fieldwork, all of which have taught me so much more. Had I not taken on this project, I would not have learned of the discovery of an isolated population of Marbled Godwits in Alaska, or of the longevity of the Manx Shearwater (50 years), or that a female Laysan Albatross can lay eggs and raise chicks for 62 years, or that the multitude of Savannah Sparrows we see on our beaches in fall have just made a 2,600-kilometre ocean crossing from Unalaska Island. These things I learned, and much, much more.
The Given that much of the west coast region is thinly populated and difficult to reach, if not downright remote, the bulk of the records found in this book originate from the central west coast between Barkley Sound and Clayoquot Sound. However, records from all regions of the coast have been used when ever available. The results presented in this book, I believe, give an accurate representation of which species occur in the west coast region as a whole, their status, and their times of arrival and departure.
Because Jordan River straddles the boundary separating the west coast region from southern Vancouver Island, records from that location should Preface 15 probably be viewed in a somewhat different light. Nevertheless, this location is frequently visited by birders who submit year-round sight records, thereby providing valuable information on migrants passing through our region's southernmost extremity. It would be wise for readers to keep in mind, however, that sightings from that location may not be typical for the region as a whole.
This book was written with the aim of building upon and expanding on the original work of 40 years ago. If I have succeeded in doing the subject justice, it is in no small part due to the diligence of hundreds of enthusiastic birders who have taken the time to record their sightings in the public domain. I hope all of you enjoy this book, in which you played a part.
